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There is a unique charm, one that may not be noticed until mentioned, to each and every one of the people you
will meet at this festival.
Something fiery smolders, waiting to be called out.

I wish for everyone to feel the burning passion that we as Geidai students each possess and for you to face that
energy and to share the first words that come to you.

For honoring us with your presence here at the 70th Annual Geisai (Tokyo University of the Arts Festival), we of
the committee are unanimously elated.
I would also like to offer my sincere gratitude to everyone involved in bringing this festival to an open.

Please, enjoy the Geisai.

2017 Tokyo University of the Arts Festival Executive Committee Chairman
Karin Koyama
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“Hey,” is the 2017 Geisai theme.

Surprise and pain, joy and excitement - a fresh and beautiful theme that carves out an instant where thoughts and emotions flow as the heart wills.
Geisai is an unparalleled opportunity for our Tokyo University of the Arts students to transmit and share their thoughts and creations with the
people of the world as they earnestly confront their art every day.

I am greatly looking forward to seeing how these students of expression pour their thoughts and emotions into these three days and to see how
they converse on the meaning of culture and arts going forward.

Additionally, I hope that the energy of these students brings about a stir in the hearts of you who have come to this festival.

This year marks a very special anniversary for the Tokyo University of the Arts as the 130th year since its establishment.

“Respecting the past and creating the future - this defines the Geidai student”

While recalling the culture and tradition of this institution and continuing to express appreciation for our eminent alumni, I hope this Geisai is
one for “respecting the past and creating the future”, where we aim for heights yet unreached, question the world on our art and way of life, and
together, sketch the outlines of the new form of the arts.

President , Tokyo University of the Arts Kazuki SAWA
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Beyond “Hey,”

When appreciating artistic works, those who exchange the word “Hey,” tend to be people quite close - we might say it to a friend or comrade, a
lover or partner, or perhaps hear it from a daughter or son.
However, I feel as though such a word, as the first we share to communicate our impression of the art, carries some sort of implication even as we
would spurn pretension in our speech. As one may determine if the words that follow will be approving or critical depending on the nuance, it may
even be considered a fearsome word.

In the midst of our modern Internet society, we chose “Hey,” as this year’s Geisai theme in the hopes that it would connect to our re-evaluation of
the importance of human communication together in the flesh. When art, or perhaps those who enjoy it, loses that which makes us human, the end
is near. At this 2017 Geisai, I hope to hear “Hey,” being murmured all around. Important is what words lay beyond “Hey,”

Trustee , Vice President (Education) Akio YASURAOKA
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At last, this year’s Geisai begins.

At the beginning of the Edo period around 1603 (Keich6 8), a woman in Kyoto called Okuni delivered dance performances while wearing rather
novel men'’s attire. Around the same time, people known as kabukimono began to perform their dances at various teahouses clad in outlandish
clothing, rebelling against the standards of society. The beginning of male actors who specialized in the woman-role of onnagata in the all-male
yaro kabuki that emerged afterwards also marked the beginning of a true performance art.

When a woman dressed like a man, when a man put on flamboyant, fantastic female clothing and challenged society, they likely started with a “Hey,
hey”.

“Hey,” is this year’s theme.

The beginning of art starts with a “Hey, ".

Please enjoy this year’s Geisai as you make it a place for communication that will persist in your memory for a lifetime, deeply engraved through

the brilliance of our university life.

Trustee, Vice President (Research) Toyomi HOSHINA

H#ER : KF#E  David Sun
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Geidai’s students, comprising the Department
of Fine Arts and the Department of Music,
assiduously pursue their crafts every day in
order to fully develop each of their own unique
appeals.

I believe that the rendezvous of expression born
of the “Hey,” courageously exchanged between
such arts and music students will convey its
energy to all of the visitors of this festival. From
there, that energy will spread out beyond the
university's confines, with a once small bundle
of force developing in infinite, unknown ways. It
would be marvelous if this festival could be the
start of it all - “Hey,” brims with such wishes.

2017 Tokyo University of the Arts Festival
Executive Committee Vice-Chairman
Ryo Aoyagi
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